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INCREASING INDEPENDENCE & 
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APPS FOR MIDDLE 
SCHOOL & BEYOND



Going Places

Middle School            High School             College

     Workplace



•Assistive Technology in School
• Quality Indicators for Assistive Technology (QIAT)

• Used to identify methods and skills needed to use AT

• AT in the IEP

• AT in Transition

BEST PRACTICE: 
ACTION PLAN 

https://www.qiat.org/indicators.html


• Planning for College
• Quality Indicators for Assistive 

Technology in Post- Secondary 
Education (QIAT-PS)

• Campus and student self-evaluation 
matrices
• Used to identify methods and skills 

needed to use AT
• Student Self-Evaluation Matrix

• Campus Self-Evaluation Matrix

• Planning for Employment
• PACER: Building a Resume

There are no IEPs 
in college

BEST PRACTICE: 
ACTION PLAN 

http://qiat-ps.org/collaborators/
http://qiat-ps.org/collaborators/
http://qiat-ps.org/tools/
http://www.pacer.org/transition/resource-library/publications/NPC-23.pdf


1. AT Self-Awareness
2. Knowledge of Legal 

Rights 
3. Disclosure of 

Disability 
4. AT Self-Advocacy 
5. Communication 

6. AT Self-evaluation
7. Strategic Use of AT
8. Independent Use of 

AT 
9. AT Problem Solving 

10. Long-term AT 
Planning

QIAT-PS
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How can 
technology help?
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1.

Get organized:
Refine executive functions



Google 

Calendar
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Set 
Reminders
Siri or Google Calendar

 Use voice input
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2.

Use what you have



•Speak Screen & 
Speak 
Selection
•Magnifier
•Large text

Apple iOS
SETTINGS >GENERAL >ACCESSIBILITY



•Text to speech
•Speak selection
•Magnifier
•Large text

Chromebook
SETTINGS >ADVANCED>ACCESSIBILITY



Guided Access
Greatest Apple Feature for 

Teachers/Parents
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3.

Use tools to expand access 
to reading and writing



BOOKSHARE LEARNING ALLY

TEXT ACCESS SOLUTIONS



• 11th grader Joe compares 
Bookshare and Learning Ally

• AT in Action: Meet Joe: Center on 
Technology & Disability

• https://youtu.be/9xM3lru9fDk

IN ACTION

https://youtu.be/9xM3lru9fDk
https://youtu.be/9xM3lru9fDk


• Accessible online library of e-books for individuals with a 
qualifying print disability

• 500,000+ titles of public domain and copyright-protected 
material 

• Can be accessed online or using a variety of apps, including 
Voice Dream Reader. 

• Free for US students with a documented print disability. 

READING:
Bookshare



• Recorded books narrated by 
subject-knowledgeable volunteers

• Reads aloud formulas, equations, 
graphs, etc.

• Annual membership fee

READING MATH & SCIENCE:
LEARNING ALLY



• Synchronized audio 
with text so the 
reader can listen and 
simultaneously 
follow the text

• Adjustable reading 
speeds

READING:
Voice Dream Reader
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School Work

http://tinyurl.com/ybon9as2
http://tinyurl.com/yc8gun99


• Best word prediction for phonetic spellers
• Topic dictionaries provide specialized vocabulary that 

matches typical curriculum material
• Reduces number of keystrokes
• Text-to-speech for editing

WRITING:
Co:Writer Universal

https://cowriter.com/


LUCID CHART

http://www.lucidchart.com/


Resume.io: Available on any web browser.
•Using Speak Selection and Speak Screen 
built-in to iOS 

RESUME BUILDING



•Flocabulary 

SOCIAL BEHAVIOR,  
LIFE & WORKPLACE SKILLS

http://www.flocabulary.com


The Center on Assistive Technology and Inclusive Education 
Studies offers evaluations and trainings:
• Assistive technology evaluations
• Augmentative communication evaluations
• Professional development technology trainings

           Visit caties.tcnj.edu for details

ABOUT CATIES



Pricing Information

● BOOKSHARE: FREE to students with qualifying 

print disability

● Learning Ally:  $119

● Voice Dream Reader: $9.99



Pricing Information

Voki

Flocabulary


